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Advantage College Planning staff, from left: Sunny Grewal, owner; Saumya
Garg, consultant; Myrna Volpentest, community manager; Hayley Gabri,
events coordinator; Cole Filipek, consultant; and Naomi Grewal, owner

Sunny Grewal has
brought a new business
to Lamorinda: Advan-
tage College Planning.
While the business has
been around for about
18 years, Grewal and his
partner and wife Naomi
Grewal are bringing it to
the East Bay. The couple

lives in Orinda and have
their business premises
in Moraga, but hope to
serve a wider geographi-

cal swath of the East Bay.

Advantage College Plan-
ning opened in early
September, and Grewal
reports that things are
going great.

“We have created a
ton of free content,” Gre-
wal says, and are hosting
workshops with groups
of families. The business
focuses on students from
the eighth to the 12th
grade and is, as Grewal
expresses it, “student
centered, not college cen-
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tered.” Counselors (cur-
rently the company em-
ploys five) work with stu-
dents to do a better job of
supporting them and un-
derstanding what makes
them tick.

Advantage will offer
fireside talks with ad-
missions officers via
Zoom and financial bud-
geting boot camps. For
example, educating fam-
ilies about the Western
Undergraduate Ex-
change, which can re-
duce tuition costs for
schools in the Western
United States. Helping
students acquire athletic
scholarships will be of-
fered in the future. In
addition to helping stu-
dents decide what they
would like to pursue in
their careers, Advantage
wants to help them un-
derstand what is finan-
cially affordable, and
what academic/social/en-
vironmental factors will
be the best fit for them.

“Colleges want to see
the true authentic
selves” of applicants. In-
stead of trying to force
students into particular
schools, Grewal says, he
wants to provide acade-

mic planning and goal
setting to help students
identify what they really
want to do, and how to
accomplish it. Grewal
says that the company
has access to a large
number of admissions
specialists to gain insight
into the admissions
process.

Grewal’s goal is to
take the stress out of col-
lege planning, using a
process developed by in-
dustry experts. For ex-
ample, he notes, you
don’t have to be a doctor
to work in the medical
field, you don’t have to
be an engineer to work
in tech. The firm will
host monthly career
panels to acquaint stu-
dents with different op-
tions. Grewal himself
spent years working in
the financial sector, be-
fore switching to health
care technology. The
company he founded
went public and was
acquired.

Advantage College
Planning will offer indi-
vidual counseling ses-
sions, in addition to the
group activities. Coun-
selors will meet with stu-
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dents at the office, via
Zoom, or wherever
might be convenient for
the student and family.
Current staff includes
Consultant Saumya
Gang, Community Man-
ager Myrna Volpentest,
Events Coordinator Hay-
ley Gabri, and Consul-
tant Cole Filipek.

Grewal is Canadian
and grew up in a small
town. He attended Cor-
nell University and
earned a degree in eco-
nomics, before attending
business school at Co-
lumbia University,
where he met his wife, a
native of Piedmont, Cali-
fornia. Co-owner Naomi
Grewal holds a Ph.D. in
cognitive psychology and
in addition to being di-
rector of research at
Workday, she is also a
lecturer at the University
of Southern California.
They have three young
children at home.

Find out more about
Advantage College Plan-
ning on their website:
https://advcp.com/team/
east-bay

SHOP ORIN

Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY

1 Camino Sobrante
(925) 254-2800

We’re right across the street from
Orinda Safeway!

Thin Crust &
Deep Dish Pizza

Delicious Pizza, Calzones, Salad
and Cold Drinks

Slices at Lunch (11am - 4pm)

We're Open Everyday: 11am - 9pm

Call for takeout
or
FREE Local Delivery ($20 minimum)

Mon -

Orinda’s Lowest Gas Prices
22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Sat5am-12am;
Sun6am-

11 pm

Available for purchase at:
https://eastbayhillpeople.com/guidebook/
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MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured
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e Charitable Planning

Member FINRA, SIPC. Parl

Park Place@

ADNYIS50ERS5,
A Registered Investment Adv1sor

® Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning

401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766

Registered Princiﬁals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities
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Jewelers Since 1923
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Celebrate our Centennial with us!

3rd Thursday - Saturday,

100 Years
Four Generations
Love you can see, since 1923

every month of 2023
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Find our plans at: e gae
MorrisonsJewelers.com
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925-253-9227 « 35 Moraga Way, Orinda * Morrisonsfewelers.com ¢ @MorrisonsJewelry

Watch for
Shop Moraga

November 22.
Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

Consign & Desigmn.

Shop Orinda!
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At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique

Stop by for your
next favorite

book

Serving Lamorinda since 1976

Books,

Gifts & Music

276 Village Square,
Orinda

925 - 254 - 7606

www.orindabooks.com
Open Mon. - Sat., 10:00 - 5:00




